Paraguay potential

I was invited to Paraguay to talk at their
Congreso Internacional de Tranferencia
Tecnologica Agropecuaria — Forrajes y
Pasturas. The congress was attended by
some 160 participants but is organised by
a consortium (CEA) of major beef
producers running
herds totalling
some 500,000 head.
The consortium
has its own
research and advis-
ory service. I was
asked to present
papers on pasture
management and
on seasonal climate
forecasting.

South  America
greatly respects
Australia, and
Queensland
especially, as the
pioneers of improved tropical pastures,
and they still believe that we are leaders.
Many of their commercial pastures have
been selected and released in
Queensland. What they did not realise
was the state to which pasture research,
extension and even knowledge base here
has shrunk over recent years.

Post graduate courses in pastures for
South American graduates at the
University of Queensland have helped to
keep our flag flying, but CSIRO pasture
work has virtually ceased and the DPI
output is declining fast.

I was asked at the
conference about the
release of any new setaria
varieties-— sorry, CSIRO
has stopped the work—,
about ponded pastures —
sorry they are now
regarded as environ-
mental weeds — about
them giving us over 100
accessions of Digitaria —
sorry there is no-one left
to look at them.
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Paraguay v. Australia

How does north Australia compare with
Paraguay in terms of beef production
potential? It doesn’t, they are different.

Most of Queens-land’s area is under
native  pasture
because of our poor
soils and low and
highly variable
climate while our
labour costs are
high, but we are
free of major
animal diseases,
and have had
excellent (and
h e n &8t
government
services.

Most of Paraguay’s
beef production is,
and will be, off
improved pasture
because their soils are more fertile while
labour costs are low (at around $3/day for
labourers), but foot and mouth (FMD) is
endemic and government services and
political stability variable.

Both countries have excellent beef genetic
material and variable beef prices. But even
our sown pasture regions (brigalow and
coastal) have little in common.

Paraguay can be divided into 2 zones—
split by the Paraguay River. To the east are






